The course of the facial nerve in the parotid gland is important for surgeons due to possible damage to this nerve during excision of tumors from the gland (1).
aim of this study is to investigate if the retromandibular vein would be used as reference during surgical ap proach to the parotid gland due to its close relation ship to the facial nerve and also to prevent damage to this nerve.
MATERIALS AND METHOD
The study was carried out on 30 cadavers. 50 dissec Table 1 .
DISCUSSION
The risk of damage to the facial nerve during surgical procedures of the parotid gland reveals the importance of knowledge of detailed anatomy of this region (1).
The exact relation of the main trunk of the facial nerve The results of the present study support their finding.
Additionally we found that in 4 (8.8%) cases the vein crossed the inferior trunk after it gave off its branches.
In 1 (1.8%) case Laing and McKerrow (-1988) found that the vein crossed the superior trunk medially and inferior trunk laterally. This variaton was also ob served in the present series (5; 10%). Different from the previous data this type of course is divided into subgroups in this study ( Table 1) . The most interesting result of this group is that in one of the cases (20%), the vein crossed the inferior trunk at the bifurcation of 
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